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DATE:
October 31, 2017
TO:
Members of Local 1867; 1000
FROM:
Peter Baxter – Chief Negotiator 
RE:
Bargaining Update

As some of you may seen through our press release on October 25th and the postings to the CUPE NS and Local 1867 websites, an impasse has been declared in the negotiation between CUPE Local 1867 and the Department of Transportation and Infrastructure renewal.  The Conciliation officer declared the impasse as a result of lack of agreement on any of the many outstanding issues in bargaining.

What happens next is that the Local will exercise our right under the Nova Scotia Highway Workers Collective Bargaining Act to request the Minster of Labour and Advanced Education to convene an Arbitration Board to hear evidence and make a ruling on the Local 1867/TIR Collective Agreement.  The Union and the Employer shall each provide a nominee to the Arbitration Board who will then, with the assistance of the Parties, agree on an impartial chairperson.  The Arbitration Board will then hear evidence and make a ruling on the matters properly put before the Board.

CUPE Local 1867, in preparation for the hearing, shall have the assistance of the CUPE National Staff.

Another consideration for the Local currently being discussed are the options available to CUPE regarding a challenge to the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms as to the validity and legality of the Nova Scotia Liberal’s recent enacted Bill 148 which has presented grave difficulties to the parties in being able to reasonably conclude negotiations.

I would ask you at this time to continue to support your Local Executive; to continue to support the Members of your Bargaining Committee; and to participate in any political action deemed necessary by the leadership of Local 1867.

In Solidarity.
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